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Sanders, Frank Knight, and Sherman, Henry A. How to Study the Old 
Testament. New York: Scribner, 1016. vi+64 pages. $0. 50. 
A book of outlines covering the Old Testament in one year of study, and based 
on Sanders' History of the Hebrews and Kent's Historical Bible. Each of the 104 out- 
lines begins with a reading reference in the History of the Hebrews and usually one in 
the Historical Bible. The five or six facts to be carefully noted in this reading are 
indicated, followed by a limited number of questions designed to direct the student's 
study and save his time. The outline closes with optional reading references in 
Appendix 2 of Sanders' History. 

The book is intended for private Bible students, and as a guide for a one year's 
college course (three hours a week). Beginners desiring to make a systematic study 
of the Old Testament from the modern point of view will find it of value; also teachers 
of the Bible who use these works of Sanders and Kent as textbooks. The facts for 
special note and the test questions are carefully prepared. Upon them the outlines 
depend for their value. They are brief and to the point. 

A. A. M. 

Hodge, Richard Morse. Historical Geography of Bible Lands. A Manual 

for Teachers, with Fourteen Maps. New York: Scribner, 1916. vii+84 

pages. $1 . 00. 

A manual for teachers with subject-material specially adapted to adult students, 
yet simple enough for use with pupils down to the age of fourteen. A student's work- 
book, entitled Historical Atlas of Bible Lands, accompanies the volume. The manual 
may also be used with profit as a textbook for teacher-training classes. It is divided 
into thirteen lessons intended for a three months' course, though it may be extended 
over a greater period by dividing the chapters and making a more detailed study. 

Each chapter begins by indicating material, maps, etc., which should be in the 
hands of the teacher, also the student. The book calls for the use of a stereoscope 
with stereographs. The directions for using this material are explicit. The student 
is taken over an imaginary tour which begins, in the first chapter, at his own home 
town in the United States. All Bible lands along the route are carefully studied, and 
the chapter closes with an assignment for home work. The volume is practical and 
well adapted to its purpose. The material is so well arranged that there should be no 
difficulty in interesting the pupils. The maps are carefully prepared. The composite 
map of Bible lands and North America is helpful in giving the student an idea of dis- 
tances. The publication will doubtless prove of unusual value to any teacher who will 
take up the work seriously and make careful preparation under its directions. 

A. A. M. 

Peritz, Izmar J. Old Testament History. New York: Abingdon Press, 1016. 

336 pages. $1.50. 

A history of the Hebrew people from their beginning down to 70A.D. While 
the book presents the results of modern scientific biblical research, critical questions 
are only discussed where silence would leave the subject obscure. The reader will 
find the subjects of each section (in bold-face type) very helpful, as also the marginal 
indication of the biblical text under discussion. The subdivisions of each chapter are 
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followed by suggestions for further study which frequently direct the student's atten- 
tion to the modern value of the narrative. 

Like the Old Testament itself, the aim of the book is religious education rather 
than education about religion; hence particular emphasis is placed upon distinguished 
personalities and religious, moral, and social ideas. Old Testament history is under- 
stood as "a divine revelation preparatory to and culminating in the person and teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ." 

The history will serve as a good textbook for Bible classes of mature students from 
Sunday schools to colleges. The general reader who desires to inform himself in 
modern Old Testament research can here get the results without tedious technical 
discussions. He will find the book readable and interesting as well as educational. 

One wonders why Part III includes chronologically only a portion of the last 
chapter. Also, should not the date for the death of Herod I be 4 B.C. instead of 4 a.d. ? 

A. A. M. 

Kent, Charles Foster, and Jenks, Jeremiah Whipple. The Testing of a 
Nation's Ideals, Israel's History from the Settlement to the Assyrian Period, 
in the series, "The Bible's Message to Modern Life." NewYork: Scribner, 
1915. vii+ 149 pages. $0.75. 

This little volume has a twofold purpose, to show how the ideals which Israel 
inherited from Moses underwent the test of history and became crystallized during 
that period when she was most free to work out her own destiny, viz., from the settle- 
ment to the advent of the Assyrian conquerors; also to relate this struggle and these 
ideals to American history and to present-day personal, social, commercial, political, 
and moral problems. These studies, twelve in number, are based upon I and II 
Samuel and I Kings with a final chapter on Deuteronomy, chaps. 4-9, and each chap- 
ter is subdivided into six sections. The subjects of chapters and sections indicate 
clearly the didactic viewpoint. 

The book is designed to meet the needs of general readers and to serve as a text- 
book for college and adult Bible classes. It is elementary and aims at being suggestive 
rather than exhaustive. The practical value of Hebrew history for modern life is 
more frequently hinted in questions than actually discussed. It should prove a helpful 

handbook. 

A. A. M. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Allen, W. C. The Gospel according to St. Mark. [The Oxford Church Biblical 
Commentary.] London: Rivingtons, 1915. xvi+214 pages. 75. 6d. 
This work is virtually a companion volume to the author's St. Matthew in the 
International Critical series. As in the earlier book, the reader will find compact, 
lucid exposition, good rabbinical illustrations, satisfactorily full textual material, and 
minute attention to stylistic details. Dr. Allen is at his best in the field of exposition 
proper; a sense for what is really important has enabled him to reduce his comments 
to the briefest possible space, while still giving more than is found in many bulkier 
works. His exposition, to be sure, never wanders far from the beaten track, but it is 
always sane and it is supplemented helpfully by a careful, very literal translation of 
the text. 



